NOTES ON CAASP MEETING, Thursday, March 2, 2017
West Hartford, REACH
Present: Rob Melillo (presiding), Bill Scalise, Corinne Byrne, Carol Wilkas, Steve Craig, Monica Brase, Mark Hill and Margaret Mayr
1. Treasurer’s Report:  There is in access of $1000 in the checking account.
2. Secretary’s Report:  Notes from last meeting were reviewed and accepted, as well the PD Day Survey results. 
3. STARS:  The STARS Leadership Meeting February 16th meeting was hosted by REACH West Hartford 9:30 to 12:30. Corrine Byrne introduces the movie Paper Tigers to the group. West Hartford, Southington, Danbury were joined by Windsor and Farmington for the showing. There was a lot of positive feedback to the movie and discussion afterward. Many programs continued the conversation at their programs upon their return. Some suggestions for the next meeting are to do ice breakers to enable the students to be more confortable discussing these topics with each other. Additional STARS Leadership meeting dates are Tuesday, March 14th at Farmington Alternative High School from 9:30-11:30, and on Thursday, April 27th at REACH again from 9:30-11:30. The STARS Conference is tentatively scheduled to be held at Lincoln College of New England on Friday, May 19, 2017. Remember, all students may participate in the spring conference. Bill suggested that we start thinking about a Legislative Day for the end of April or the beginning of May. With the new spotlight on alternative education it would be good to contact local legislators to meet your students and discuss issues related to your programs. Bill encouraged all to confirm as many judges as you can as soon as Mark confirms the May 19th date as we will see more participants this year than last. Bill also suggested planning for the Legislative day this year. Rob suggested May 4th or 11th as possible dates. Rob and Monica will pursue lobby contacts for meeting room and tour. Mark suggested that the group rethink the t-shirts given at each conference and maybe think of something more useful such as water bottles or the like.
4. SDE Alternative Schools Committee Next Steps:  The ASC met on January 10, 2017 in Cheshire. At that time the Guidelines for Alternative Schools and Programs were reviewed. Two additional meetings were scheduled fro February 27 and March 15 to review Guidelines and align to Expelled students. Legislation will increase the hours required to provide education for expelled student and require offering an alternative program to these students. The next meeting is scheduled for March 15th and will provide guidance to districts about these programs and how they may differ from present alternative schools and programs. 
5. Potential Spring Alternative Ed Workshop:  Rob mentioned the possibility of hosting a workshop as part of a spring meeting that would feature a speaker and information about a specific topic. Bill suggested a workshop on Google Sites that more programs seem to be using. Mark will check on a larger site.
6. Killingly Above and beyond:  Steve mentioned a program they are using at Killingly ALPS to award students for doing well and paying it forward.
7. Upcoming Meetings: The next meeting will be April 6, 2017 at ALTA in Southington. If you are interested in hosting a CAASP meeting please let us know. Rob would like to continue to get more people involved at the monthly meetings and grow our membership. Other meeting scheduled includes May 11 at Lincoln College and June 1 TBA for the year-end wrap-up.
8. Southington Program:  Mark mentioned that ALTA might be changing its name. Something that would include “a satellite of Southington High School” to dispel any confusion about whether on not the program is part of the Southington public schools.
