NOTES ON CAASP MEETING, Thursday, September 11, 2014
REACH, West Hartford, CT

Present:  Rob Melillo (presiding), Bill Scalise, Corinne Byrne, Vicki Gustavson, Mark Hill, Matt Pace, Jordan Rueckent, Steve Craig, Allison Isidoro, Wayne Theriault
1.  Treasurer’s Report:  Wayne reports that the checking account balance is $3803.21. All outstanding bills from the May STARS Conference are now paid.
2. Secretary’s Report:  Notes from last meeting were reviewed.
3. Membership Report:  REACH Program West Hartford, Putnam and Bethel are currently paid members. Bill will update the membership form and send out to all members.
4. Update on State Legislation:  HB 5567 died in the spring session with out action taken. The SDE was commissioned to form an Alternative Schools Committee to Develop guidelines, best practices, and improve program designs. The committee is to meet monthly. The next meeting is Friday September 19. Rob and Bill will attend. All programs will have code numbers starting this fall to enable the SDE to collect information about students attending alternative schools and programs. This data will be used to assess alternative schools and programs for possible action by the legislature. Bill and Leon Smith have been charged with providing the committee with information about other states and their approach to alternative education. Bill invited the committee to attend this and future meetings of CAASP.
5. STARS Planning Sessions:  Corinne provided information about a motivational speaker (Jimmy Cupcakes) at Springfield Technical Community College on September 30 at 11:00 am. Mark and Corinne are organizing a bus that can take students from West Hartford to Springfield and back. Please contact Mark or Corinne if you are interested in participating. This would take the place of the first STARS Planning/Leadership meeting scheduled for October 2. This would make the next meeting on October 28 (Tuesday) at REACH with the first leadership training. The November 20 meeting will be at Southington ALTA and January 13 will be at REACH. Times for the STARS meeting will be 10:00 am to 12:00 noon unless otherwise noted.
6. November 4 Professional Development Day:  Danbury will again host the Professional Development Day at ACE. We are looking for workshop ideas and presentations. Danbury has requested a SBAC workshop and there is interested in more workshops on teacher evaluation. We would like to invite Scott Newgass to be the luncheon speaker again to by updated on data collected by the SDE. Please let Rob or Bill know of any quality presenters ASAP for the November 4 workshops. 
7. Walk through of the Path Academy (Willimantic): Bill and Mike Vose attended an open house at the newly opened Path Academy on Main St Willimantic. The Charter School is run by Our Piece of the Pie. The site of the old Willimantic YMCA was renovated and equipped with newest technology. The school targets overage under credited youth. They currently have 135 students enrolled and will be at 250 by next year.
8. Next CAASP Meeting: The next CAASP meeting will be at Ansonia on October 9. November 13 will be back at REACH West Hartford, and December 11 will be at Southington with a social gathering to follow.
9. New and old contacts:  Steve has been in contact with The Academy in Milford and has encouraged them to get back into CAASP. Bill met with Woodstock Academy about starting an alternative program. They are interested in visiting some of the CAASP membership to get ideas for a program to begin next semester. 

